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Civics and Economics RIO Unit 2: Early American History
Study Guide 
The Roanoke Colony

1. Why is the first attempt to establish a British colony in the New World referred to as “the Lost Colony?” 
Jamestown
2. How did John Smith assist in making the colony successful?
3. What cash crop eventually led to the success of the Jamestown colony? 
4. What was the House of Burgesses? Why is it a significant in regards to the American political system? 
Plymouth
5. [image: image2.wmf]Why did the Puritan Separatists (Pilgrims) decide to establish a colony in the New World?

6. What was the purpose of the Mayflower Compact signed by settlers at Plymouth?

7. How did Puritan beliefs affect life in the New England colonies? Puritans 
Establishment of the Colonies
8. How did the early settlers treat the Native Americans they encountered? 

9. What is an indentured servant? What makes an indentured servant different from a slave?

10. What is triangular trade?

11. What was the middle passage? What were conditions like on the middle passage?

Establishment of the Colonies
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Life in the Colonies

12. What cities were the most important in colonial America? Why?

13. What role did women play in the colonies?
14. Compare the Northern and Southern colonies:



15. How were the middle colonies different from both the Northern and Southern colonies? 
16. What evidence of self government existed in the colonies? 
Road to the Revolution
17. Who was John Peter Zenger? Why was his trial significant?

18. How did mercantilism influence the colonial economy?

19. What idea came out of Ben Franklin’s Albany Plan of Union?

20. What effects did the French and Indian War have on the colonies?

21. Why did the British pass the Proclamation of 1763 after the French and Indian War?

22. How did the colonists react to the Proclamation of 1763?

23. How did the British policy of salutary neglect affect the colonies?

24. How did colonists react to the passage of the Stamp Act?

25. What happened at the Boston Massacre?

26. Why did a group of colonists conduct the “Boston Tea Party?”
27. Why did the British government pass the Intolerable (Coercive) Acts? 
28. What was the Quartering Act?

29. Why did Thomas Paine write Common Sense?
The Declaration of Independence

30. What was the main purpose of the Declaration of Independence? 

31. What ideas about government are included in the Declaration of Independence? 
32. What influences did Thomas Jefferson use when writing the Declaration of Independence?

The Revolutionary War
33. What advantages did the colonist have in fighting the war? What disadvantages?

34. What is the Battle of Saratoga considered the turning point of the Revolutionary War?
The Articles of Confederation
35. Why did the authors of the Articles of Confederation decide to set up a confederate form of government? 
	Articles of Confederation

	Structure of Gov’t
	Powers of the Gov’t
	Weaknesses
	Strengths

	
	
	
	


36. What happened during Shay’s Rebellion and what effect did it have on people’s attitudes about the power of the government under the Articles? 
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