AP GOVERNMENT & POLITICS (with Honors Civics and Economics)

 Course Description – 2020-2021

Faculty Information

Instructor:
Mr. O’Keefe



Email:
   
brian.okeefe@dpsnc.net

Work Phone:
(919) 560-3912 x12740


Class Website:  
Canvas 







Office Hours:
Wednesdays, 8am-10am
General Course Description

Including curriculum from both AP Government and Politics and Civics & Economics, this course is a study of general concepts (institutions, groups, beliefs and ideas) used to interpret U.S. government and politics. Students will also acquire the skills and knowledge necessary to become responsible and effective citizens in an interdependent world and gain a practical understanding of the systems of civics and economics that affect their lives as consumers and citizens. As informed decision-makers, students will apply knowledge to real life experiences. 
· Learning Platform – We will accomplish these goals through two main online modes. Canvas will provide you with all the necessary online documents, resources, and information you need for both the class and school this year. Additionally, our class will meet synchronously three days a week through Zoom. If you are struggling with any of these resources, please let me know as soon as possible.

· Objectives & Goals – Students successfully completing this course will:
· Prepare for the Advanced Placement Exam

· Follow the standard course of study as determined by North Carolina

· Know important facts, concepts, and theories pertaining to US government and politics

· Analyze and interpret basic documents and data relevant to the course material

· Understand typical patterns and consequences of political processes and behavior, and theoretical perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and outcomes 

· Improve oral, written, and analysis skills 
· Textbooks – Students can pick up textbooks from the school on Wednesday, September 2 or Friday, September 4. Our main textbook is American Government: Roots and Reform (O’Conner and Sabato). We will also use additional articles, readings, videos, and interactive websites throughout the year.

Class Commitments
It is imperative that we create a positive class culture as we shift our learning experience to an online platform. With that said, please try to abide by these expectations: 

· Be prepared
· Be respectful to your classmates
· Follow student handbook and student expectations
· Respect the online learning environment
· Be on time to Zoom sessions

Participation
As the course is skills-based, attendance, participation, and collaboration is expected.  As we move our class to an online setting, discussion will be an essential, and required, part of the course. Abide by the following: 

· Get Along – Be mature and behave in a respectful manner
· Respect Others – We might not agree with each other all the time, but we will respect those differences
· On Task Behavior – Stay focused on the task at hand
· Participate – Take part in class discussion. This is the fun part of class and it is how we learn best!!
· Stay in your group – We will work with only the people in our group

Academic Integrity

Cheating, plagiarism, and skipping class will not be tolerated at all during the course of the semester.  The consequences will include a parent conference and a formal write-up to the administration. Please review the JHS Honor Policy and contact me with any questions.
Supplies

Each student should have a specific notebook for class and reading notes. Find an organizational strategy that works for you – notebooks, folders, etc.  Students should plan to pick up their textbooks at the school on Wednesday, September 2 or Friday, September 4. Additionally, each student MUST HAVE an account with College Board and “join” our electronic classroom. An access code, when available, will be provided under the “Announcements” section on Canvas.
Attendance/Make-up Work

Your attendance in class will directly link to your ability to be successful. Take time to review the Student Support Document concerning attendance during remote learning. If you miss work, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get the make up work. You may see me during Flex Hours (after class) or Office Hours (Wednesdays). Email is the best way to contact me and we can set up a time to meet. 
Breakdown of Assignments/Grading Policy

As you will be earning two credits for this course, grades will be broken down separately for the AP Government and Honors Civics & Economics class. Preparation will include homework, classroom, discussion groups, and asynchronous learning expectations. These assignments will represent the same grade in both classes. Assessments, on the other hand, will be distinctive for each class. Additional information on assessments will be available soon. 
	AP GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
(single weight)
	HONORS CIVICS & ECONOMICS 
(.5 weight)

	· 70% Assessments
	· 70% Assessments

	· 30% Preparation (other)
	· 30% Preparation (other)



Units/Modules

Throughout the course of the year, we will work through ten different units (noted as modules in Canvas) as we prepare for the AP Exam. Our first quarter units and assessment dates are as follows:

Unit 1 – American Democracy: Then & Now:
Thursday, September 10






Unit 2 – Constitutional Underpinnings: 

Thursday, October 1
 


Unit 3 – Federalism:



Thursday, October 15
During the second quarter, and as we approach the 2020 Election, our units will include American Political Culture (Elections, Campaigns, and Polling) and Linkage Institutions (Political Parties, Interest Groups, and the Media). The Spring Semester will allow us to examine the three branches of government, public policy and civil rights. Changes for the second quarter and Spring may be made as we learn new aspects of remote learning during the first quarter.

Final Thoughts

Due to the AP classification, this is not an easy class; it should be understood that this is a college level course and therefore will require a great deal of time and effort.  The reading and writing requirements are demanding and I expect that you will complete assignments, participate in class, and grow throughout the year. 

At the same time, and as you have heard repeatedly since March, we are in an unprecedented time. School will look totally different and we will have to be intentional about our health and learning (ordered that way intentionally). I have been teaching for 20 years and I have no doubt that we will we will figure it out together, get through it together, and achieve our desired outcomes together. During this transition, I encourage you to consider the following:
· Be patient with yourself and us!

· Reach out if you have questions about anything.

· If you have no other commitments during flex time, get off the computer and exercise.
· Join a club/activity OR work in time for a hobby 

· Be productive on Wednesday and Fridays

· Share your concerns with your teachers and families.
· Be honest with yourself and us!
· Use a growth mindset.

· Take a deep breath![image: image1.png]



